dials and was able to talk freely. As the Residency
building was still under a severe fire of shot, shell,
and musketry, it was thought best to remove him to
Dr Fayrer's house which, it was hoped, would be
less exposed. They carried Lawrence across under a
storm of bullets and placed him in the north veran-
dah; but it seemed that the enemy had intelligence
of his movements, for almost at once they opened
fire on the very place where he was lying, and it was
only by keeping strictly under cover of the pillars
and the end walls that the principal officers and
civilians in the garrison who surrounded his death-
bed could themselves be safe. Mr Harris, the senior
chaplain, administered Holy Communion to Law-
rence and to Inglis, Banks and the rest, many of
whom were moved to tears, while the women
looked on through the windows commanding the
verandah. The words of the Communion Service
were accompanied by the din of the enemy's mus-
ketry and cannonade, and the booming of the guns
that were firing in the compound outside. When the
service was over Lawrence was moved to an inner
room.
The office of Chief Commissioner would in the
ordinary course have devolved upon Mr Martin
Gubbins, the Financial Commissioner, but, while
"admiring his% courage and energy, Lawrence had
decided early in June that he was too headstrong for
high office, and had telegraphed to Lord Canning as
follows: 'If anything happens to me during present
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